GOURDS
Sowing Season
February to July
Seed Rate & Spacing
e Seed Rate: 700-800 grams per acre
¢ Row to Row Distance: 3.0-3.5 feet
¢ Plant to Plant Distance: 30-40 cm
Climate
e  Warm and sub-tropical climate is ideal for bottle gourd cultivation.
e Optimum temperature: 18-30°C
e Cold weather and frost are harmful to the crop.
Soil & Land Preparation
e Gourds can be grown in different soil types.
e Well-drained sandy loam or loam soil is most suitable.
e Prepare the field with 2—3 deep ploughings before sowing.
Manure & Fertilizer Requirement (Per Acre)
e Balanced nutrition is required for better yield.
e DAP (Di-Ammonium Phosphate): 25 kg per acre
Application Method:
e During final land preparation, spread the recommended quantity of DAP uniformly over the
field.
e Mix DAP well into the soil using a harrow or cultivator so that fertilizer is placed 5-7 cm
below the soil surface.
e Do not place DAP in direct contact with seeds.
e Maintain a gap of 5-7 cm from the seed line to avoid seed damage.
e Inridge or bed sowing (preferred), apply DAP in rows or beds before sowing.
e Place fertilizer slightly below and beside the seed for better root uptake.
Irrigation After Application:
e Give light irrigation immediately after sowing to activate fertilizer and support germination.
Irrigation
e Summer: Every 5-6 days
e Rainy Season: As per soil moisture and rainfall
e Total 12-15 irrigations required
¢ Immediate irrigation after sowing is essential
Weed Management
e Timely weeding is very important.
e Hand weeding and hoeing are generally sufficient.
e Keep the field weed-free during early growth stages.
Harvesting
e  First harvest in 55—60 days after sowing.
e Harvest tender, green, medium-sized fruits.
e Regular harvesting every 2—3 days increases yield.
Soil Health Advisory
Before applying any nutrients, it is strongly recommended to conduct a soil analysis. Nutrient
application should be based on the specific requirements of the soil and crop to achieve the best
results and ensure environmental safety.
Limitation of Liability



The information provided here, including agricultural practices, is intended for general guidance only.
Royal Agriseeds shall not be responsible for any direct, indirect, incidental, or consequential losses
arising from the use or misuse of this information. Users are advised to exercise due caution and
consult qualified agricultural professionals before adopting any practices.
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